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Free a Father is on a mission to reveal the constitutional and civil rights violations courts commit, like what happened to 
military veteran and father of six Edward Meiggs, in order to obtain wrongful convictions; going so far as to barring 
evidence that proves innocence and lying about it during trial. Free a Father aims to inform the public and inspire 
legislative change by sharing the story and struggles of Edward Meiggs. Men and women are wrongfully convicted of 
crimes they did not commit all the time. It happens to everyday people. It happens almost every day. Free a Father shares 
with the public the reasons why wrongful convictions occur through experience and research. 
 
Over 160 – a record high – exonerations from wrongful convictions occurred in 2016

1
. Exoneration is a dismissal of a 

conviction and charge imposed on someone because they are innocent. A wrongful conviction is a conviction by a jury for 
a crime a person is charged with committing but who is innocent. Some of the wrongfully convicted spend 20 years or 
more incarcerated while the real perpetrators remain on the streets. Not only is this problem a public risk, but it is a 
wrenching reality for those wrongfully convicted. 
 
That has been the case for Edward Meiggs and his family. He was charged with a felony sex crime evidence proves he did 
not commit. When the evidence was revealed that he was innocent, Indiana prosecutors offered him a misdemeanor plea 
deal with no jail time and no sex offender registry. Because Edward maintained his innocence, he denied the plea deal. 
During trial, the prosecutor lied in closing arguments saying that Edward’s DNA was present. Edward’s counsel objected 
and the presiding Indiana judge overruled. Because there was the DNA presence of multiple males not matching Edward 
on retained evidence, the State of Indiana barred the evidence from the jury. The jury was unable to cross reference the 
prosecutor’s final statement because there was nothing to compare. Edward was convicted of only the charge relating to 
the prosecutor’s lie. 
 
Edward’s story is not uncommon. More than half of all wrongful convictions are contributed by prosecutorial or official 
misconduct

2
. Those measures of misconduct often deprive defendants of their constitutional and civil rights. That 

happened to Edward Meiggs.  
 
There are a lot of financial, social, and emotional incentives to commit misconduct. Sometimes, officials do what they’re 
"supposed to do" based on the expectations of their peers. Since courts, prosecutor's offices, and police departments guard 
individuals with umbrellas of establishments, no one person is held accountable

3
. Other reasons include judicial elections, 

prosecutorial elections, and bonuses for police departments. It is literally the jobs of judges, prosecutors, and law 
enforcement to convict people

4
. Sometimes, innocent people. 

 
Learn more about the Innocence Movement and Free a Father by visiting www.freeafather.org. Follow Free a Father as it 
charts the Meiggs’ journey to the Indiana Supreme Court and fights for a father’s freedom. 
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